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ON DECISION IN RELIGION, 


Moses, on a momentous occasion, 
stood in the gate of the camp and 
cried, ‘‘Who is on the Lord’s side? 
let him come unto me.” And in our 
own day asimilar inquiry ought to be 
plainly and powerfully urged home, 
that the true servants of God may oc- 
cupy their high and proper ground 
distinctly marked, and rally round 


the standard of the great Captain of 


their salvation. Decision both in our 
religious principles and practice, is of 
the highest importance. The Bible 
unquestionably contains a system of 
doctrines which bear the stamp and 
signature of heaven; yet, because they 


are opposed to the pride, self-will, car- |p 


nality and corruption of the human 
heart they are generally slighted and 
contemned. Nothing is more easy 
or more common than to profess faith 
in the gospel; but let us not rest in a 
vague indefinite assent, or a cold, 
customary form. 


What are the doctrines we espouse? 
Are they in very deed, the humbling, 
holy, and salutary truths of God’s 
word? Do they ‘ead us to abandon all 
dependance on our own righteousness, 
and centre our trust in the atonement, 
merits, and grace, of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Are these doctrines, not the 
opinions we have received from edu- 
cation, but the principles we have 
embraced from conviction? The most 
ardent and forward profession avails 
nothing without a corresponding prac- 
tice. ave we, then, come out from 
the world? [ask not whether its gross- 
er vices and abominations are forsak- 
en; but are its luxuries, its pleasures, 
its favorite maxims, its vain amuse- 
ments given up? In every age, and 
rank, and situation, there are certain 


—_ 


occasions which operate as tests to 
try men, and manifest what they are. 
A careless, dilatory, and fluctuating 
state of mind, in reference to the 
grand concerns of God and eternity, 
‘1s both foolish and criminal. But the 
state of mind which it is the design of 
this paper to recommend, has many 
advantages connected with it. 


1. Decision in religion gives a pe- 
culiar dignity and lustre to the char- 
acter. ‘The time-server who dexter- 
ously trims and accommodates his re- 
ligion to the fashion of his neighbors, 
or the taste of his superiors, can nev- 
er command respect and esteem.— 
Waywardness and fickleness betray 
either a weak judgment, or a want of 
rinciple. A double-minded man is 
unstable in all his ways. But the 
isteady and resolved believer, holds 
fast the form of sound words contain- 
ed inthe gospel; and, unseduced by 
specious errors, as well as undismay- 
_ed by threatening dangers, presses for- 
ward towards the mark for the prize 
of his high calling.: There is a sub- 
lime grandeur in such a character.— 
We admire the precious enduring ele- 
ments of which it is composed, and 
their gradual confirmation to a divine 
and perfect model. Compare with 
the course of the wandering sceptic 
and the mercenary trimmer, the no- 
ble conduct of Joshua, Elijah, and 
Paul. The valiant leader of Israel 
saw their propensity to idolatry, and 
said, “Choose ye this day whom ye 
will serve; but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” Elijah, on 
Mount Carmel, though opposed by 
the king and court, and a formidable 
phalanx of enemies, boldly stood forth 
alone in defence of the true religion, 
and thus addressed the fluctuating 











gmeerinde: “How long halt ye be- 
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tween two opinions; if Jehovah be God, 
follow-him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” Paul, 
cause before Festus and Agrippa, fur- 
nishes another instance of that decis- 
ion and heroic intrepidity, which ev- 
ery believer should be concerned to 
exemplify. And a Christian even in 
the lowest rank, whose principles are 
fixed by the testimonies of God, and 
whose temper and conduct accord 
with those principles, is possessed of 
true dignity. He sets the Lord al- 
ways before him, and though reproach- 
ed, vilified, and persecuted, he contin- 
ues unmoved.—Christ is his trust, his 
hope, his strength; Christ his pattern, 
his portion, his efernal il; and he 
can neither be drawn nor 
from this rock, this refuge, this divine 
Redeemer. 


Qdly. Decision in religion is inti- 
mately connected with the richest 
comforts and blessings. ‘The gospel 
brings inestimable benefits in its bo- 
som. Pardon of sin, peace of con- 
science, everlasting consolation, and 
a good hope through grace, are con- 
veyed to us in its great and precious 

romises. ‘The Gospel opens an in- 
exhaustible storehouse of the good 
which suits and satisfies the souls of 
men. ‘Be it, however, recollected,” 
says Mr. Hall, ‘that the Christian re- 
ligion confines its enjoyments exclu- 
sively to sincere and decided Chris- 
tians. ‘To these enjoyments you will 
therefore necessarily continue a stran- 
ger, unless you resign yourself wholly 
to its power. Many without renounc- 
ing the profession of Christianity, 
without formally rejecting its distin- 
ishing doctrines, live in such an 
Fabitual violation of its laws, & contra- 
diction to its spirit, that conscious 
they have no more to fear than hope 
from its truth, they are never able to 
coutemplate it without terror. It 
haunts their imagination instead of 
tranquilizing their hearts; and hangs 
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pleading his Master’s 
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with depressing weisht on all their 








enjoyments and pursuits. Their 
religion, instead of comforting 
them under their troubles, is itself 
their greatest trouble; from which they 
seek refuge in the dissipation and 
vanity of the world, until the throbs 
and tumults of conscience force them 
back upon religion. ‘This suspended 
between opposite powers, the sport of 
contradictory influences, they are dis- 
qualified for the happiness of both 
worlds, and neither enjoy the pleas- 
ures of sin, nor the peace of piety.” 
But behold the firm and decided 
Christian! he lives near the fountain of 
light and grace; he feeds on the bread 
of life, the hidden and heavenly man- 
na. Though clouds may for a short 
time darken his sky, they cannot blot 
outhis sun. {Richmond Evan. dag. 
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The Union Sabbath School Associa- 
tion of the Northsrn Liberties, Phil- 
adelphia. 


The reports of Sabbath schools are 
exhibitions of the spiritual state of 
churches or societies to which they are 
attached, and also of the exercises of 
their members, both in public, and 
when no eye can see them but that of 
an omniscient God. Their prosperity 
depends upon fervent and effectual 
prayer. ‘The children are like trees 
planted in the garden of the Lord. 
The teachers are placed over them to 
prune their vba dig about their 
roots, and apply the aliment of the 
word, and water them with their pray- 
ers. Although we do not diseover 
immediate and visible success, yet 
buoyed by the promises of God, and 
anchored by faith, we must wait pa- 
tiently until the Lord shall visit us 
with the early & latter rain. Awake, 
O north wind, and come, thou south, 
blow upon this garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out! 

We have 5 schools, 5 directors, 60 
teachers and assistant teachers, 500 
white, and 100 colored, making 600 





learners. The female part of Ken- 
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sngton branch, containing near S00 
scholars, has been transferred to the 
Methodist brethren at their request. 


A director of one of the branches, 
while visiting in the neighborhood of 
his school, and inquiring after the 
welfare of his pupils had the satisfac- 
tion to learn that one of the first 
scholars that attended his school, had 
made a profession of religion, and 
moving to the state of Ol:io, was ac- 
tively engaged as a director of a Sab- 


bath school. Another had removed 
to the state of New Jersey, and is! 
there engaged as a teacher. In his| 
last letter, he expresses his intention | 
of making a profession of religion, | 
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parents to give them a small sum of 
money, and agreed to wear clothes of 
a more indifferent kind; this, together 
with afew books, &c. which was ob- 
tained from a person who had _pro- 
cured a small quantity gratuitously 
from the Sunday and Adult School 
Union, enabled them to commence 
with 7 children. ‘This school has in- 
creased to 50 or 60. A prayer meet- 
ing was opened for the parents and 
neighbors, and from 80 to 90 have at- 
tended. Several give evidence of a 
change of heart. Another of these 
boys made a visit to his friends in the 
;country. Previous to his visit, he was 
‘exhorted to be faithful. On his re- 





and states his first serious impressions |) turn he was asked what he had done. 


to have been made while a pupil in 
the Sabbath school. Four others have 
united withthe church. This direct- 

r, in passing the corner of a particu- 
lar street on his way to the school, ob- 
served a number of lads, who always 
collected in that place to profane the 
Sabbath, and to encourage each other 





in wickedness; on one occasion he re- 
solved to advise them. He spoke of 


the sin of such conduct, and the mis-| 
ery that would follow; at the same | 
time requested them to go with him | 
and become cither assistant teachers) 


or learners. ‘They mocked at his ad- | 
monition, and laughed at his solicit-| 
ation. One, however, was. prevailed 
upon to accompany him; and, to sax 





| He said he had only talked to one boy 
'as they went for the cows. This ap- 
‘peared of but little consequence.— 
The boy who had been conversed 
with, sent for some tracts. The 
‘Swearer’s Prayer and the Two Ap- 
'prentices were sent him. He soon 
was brought under great distress of 
‘mind. This excited a considerable 
\degree of curiosity among his rela- 
tives and neighbors who visited him. 
He talked with them, and read to 
them the tracts, which proved, with 
the blessing of God, ina creat, meas- 
ure the means of awakening his broth- 
er and several others. A letter has 
been received from him with thanks 
to his friend for the tracts, and for 


the least, has been from that time af the faithful advice given him when 


faithful teacher. In the Coates’ street! 
school, 5 teachers and 4 male scholars| 
have made a profession of religion. 
In one class, 6 others profess to have. 
obtained a hope in Christ. ‘Three of| 
the first mentioned boys were anxious! 
to communicate the happiness they en- | 
joyed to others. One of them, with 
some others of the same school, pro-| 
posed opening a small Sunday sk aa 
about 3 miles from the city. They 
experienced some difficulty im procur- 
ing the necessary books, &c. ‘To ob- 


after the cows. 
-~I'wo boys proposed opening a 


schoel for coloured people, in the 


west part of the city. They were 
furnished with a few books and tick- 
ets, being the balance of those already 
mentioned which were presented by 
the Sunday and Adult School Union, 
and commenced with 20 adults and 
children: The school has been or- 
eanised with a suitable director and 
about 120 learners. ‘These are the 








viate this, they prevailed upon their 


exertions of Sunday school boys! 
‘These are the odors of the first open- 
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ing flowers! how great will be the fra- 
renee when all shall blossom! and 

ow will all rejoice when golden plen- 
ty crowns the closing harvest! 


—_ 


SUTTEE, OR SEL¥Y-IMMOLATION OF A 
HINDOO WIDOW. 


The following account of one of 
these dreadful sacrifices is extracted 
from the letter of an English officer, 
who superintended the ceremony he 
describes: — London paper. 


“Burdwan, Oct. 18.—In my pre- 
sent situation it falls to my lot to pre- 
side over the execution of criminals, 
and also over those horrible exhibi- 
tions peculiar to the country, ofa 
widow burning herself on the funeral 
pile of her dead husband; and as the 
authentic acceunt of such a scene 
may be interesting; I send youa de- 
scription of a suttee at which I was 
lately present in my new character of 
presiding officer. The day before it 
took place, as is customary, a report 
came from the police of the widow’s 
intention to burn herself if the magis- 
trate gave her permission. On the 

rinciple of religious toleration this 





ways given; the magistrate is al-|)__- : 
is always given; the magistrate is al ‘again repeated her intention so de- 


lowed to argue and endeavor to dis- | 
suade the woman from her purpose, i) 
but cannot «)solutely forbid it, unless | 
under certain circumstances, such as |} 
when ?t is not perfectly voluntary on | 
her part. Myself and several friends , 
went to her house, and did all we’ 
could to turn her from her design, 

bu! she answered only by~quoting | 
her bible, in which she observed, it | 
is written, “The widow who burneth}| 
herself with her husband’s body en-)) 
joys happiness with him in Heaven.” | 
Having thus failed in our «ntreaties, | 
which are indeed usually to no pur- | 
pose, we 1 


| 





ordered a guard to watch, | 
and take care that she had no opium | 
or intoxicating dregs given her, and| 
that she went to her death im her} 





Self-Immolation of a Hindoo Widow. 





senses, at least as much so as she 
could be under the influence of such 
extraordinary fanatacism. The next 
morning at day-break we proceeded 
to the ground appropriated to the cer- 
emony, where the woman had just ar- 
rived in a rude sort of car carried on 
men’s shoulders, accompanied by the 
barbarous music of her country. She 
seemed quite unconcerned at the pre- 
parations for the horrid sacrifice she 
was about to perform For my part, 
when | fosked at the pile on which 
lay her husband’s dead body, the fag- 
gots, her nearest relations with fire- 
brands lighting the pile, the victim 
dressed and adorned with flowers, 
the whole scene appeared to me asa 
frightful vision: I could hardly per- 
suade myself of its reality. I spoke 
to her once more (being a high-caste 
woman she spoke the Hindoostanee 
language, ) ‘al represented to her the 
horrible death she was about to suffer, 
and the long time she must continue 
in the most dreadful agony. I urged 
to her that it was no sudden or easy 
death by which she was to reach Par- 
adise, but a protracted course of tor- 
ture. She heard me out with calm- 
ness, thanked me for my intentions, 
which she admitted were good, but 


cidediy as to preclude any hope of 
saving her. I felt her pulse; and it 
was far calmer than my own at the 
moment Lam writing. Mrs. E., (of 
whom I have often made honorable 


| mention,) thinking her persuasions as 


one of her own sex might avail, then 
went up to the wretched victim, and 
in the most earnest manner tried to 
dissuade her. She offered her a pen- 
sion for life, and an honorable asylum 
in the Company’s Territories. A- 
mong other inducements, intending it 
probably as an appeal to female van- 
ity, Mrs. E. said she should be made 
a lady of, and have a palanquin to 
ride; she immediately answered, 
pointing to the pile, “‘ce humara palkee 
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ep—that is my palanquin.” The vic- 
tim then performed various ceremo- 
nies, and prepared herself to jump on 
the pile, which was blazing to receive 
her. The flames had arisen to a great 
height, and they were feeding them 
with tar and faggots.—I then address- 
ed her for the last time; and told her 
no force should be used to keep her 
in the fire but conjured her if her res- 
olution failed to jump out and run to 
me; that I was surrounded by my pol- 
ice men, and that I would bear her 
away from her cruel relations to a 
place of safety where they would nev- 
er see her more. Her resolution was 
not to be shaken.—She then distribu- 
ted flowers and sweatmeats, gave me 
a piece of her dress, and having danc- 
ed three times round the pile, threw 
herselfin. At that moment the peo- 

le shouted, the drums struck up, 
and if she uttered any cries I heard 
them not. She resolutely sat in the 
fire apparently alive, for two or three 
minutes, but moved only her hands 
occasionally. Such is the description 
of a dreadful act that takes place ev- 
ery day.” 

—— 
INDIAN JUSTICE. 


Arkansas, April 29.—The follow- 
ing facts in relation to the murder of 
an Indian, & the subsequent execution 
of the murderer, which took place in 
Miller County, some time last month, 
were related to us by several respec- 
table gentlemen, who have recently 
returned from that county. 

A Choctaw Indian, calling himself, 
Dr.Sibley, and belonging to a wander- 
ng tribe of that nation, who have re- 
sided in the neighborhood of Red Ri- 
ver for some years past, while ina state 
of intoxication, stabbed another Indian 
to the heart, who immediately expir- 
ed. After the murder, a brother of 
the deceased Indian came to Sibley, 
& told him that he must have revenge 
for the death of his brother, by taking 
his (Sibley’s) life. ‘To this proposal 
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Sibley readily assented, and proposed 
that his execution should take place 
on the following morning, which was 
‘al so assented to by the other party. In 
the meantime Sibley was kept under 
‘no restraint whatever, but was permit- 
ted his freedom as usual, without 
showing the least disposition to make 
his escape. When the morning arriv- 
ed on which he was to suffer death, 
Sibley went out with the rest of the 
| party, and aided in diging a grave for 
the deceased Indian. 

After it was finished, he observed 
to the party, that he thought it large 
enough for both of them to lie in, and 
signified a wish to be buried in the 
same grave. ‘This not being objected 
to, he placed himself in a standing po- 
sition over the grave, with his arms 
stretched out, and gave the signal to 
fire, when the brother of the deceased 
Indian placed a rifle at his breast and 
discharged its contents through his 
heart. He dropped into the grave 
and instantly expired, [ Gazette. 

~~. 
SAVAGE LIFE. 

Mr. Hunter’s Narrative —We have 
| perused with much pleasure the nar- 
rative of the life of Mr. John Hunter, 
and his account of the manners, cus- 
| toms, &c.ofthe Indians. Mr. Hunt- 


I 





er was taken when quite a child, from 


one of our frontier settlements, as he 
supposes, when his parents, or those 
with whom he had connexion, were 
murdered. Of them and the scenes 
of his earlier life he has lost all traces 
of recollection, and from his own ac- 
count appears soon to have identified 
himself with the new race of beings 
by which he had been adopted. He 
passed in succession, from various 
causes, into several different tribes, 
and became in the end an Indian in 
inclination and character,as well as 
in habit. Mnierican. 

The following extract affords a fa- 
vorable and interesting specimen of 
the work:— 
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*«T journeyed nearly north, over a 
country which at first was level, and 
partly composed of prairie land, tho’ 
afterwards it was somewhat hilly. 

“The prairie lands were covered 
with a very iuxuriant grazing vegeta- 
tion, and afforded subsistence for ex- 
ceedingly numerous herds of buffaloe, 
elk and deer. 

“Rattlesnakes, both black and par- 
ty-colored, were larger and more 
numerous ‘than I had ever before 
seen; and they would infest the coun- 
try to much greater extent were it 
not for the hostility that exists be- 
tween them and the deer. This an- 
imal, on discovering a snake, as I have 
repeatedly witnessed, retreats some 
distance from it, then, running with 
great rapidity, alights with its collect- 
ed feet upon it; and repeats this man- 
ceuvre till it has destroyed its ene- 
my. 

“In one of my excursions, while 
seated in the shade ofa large tree, 
situated on a gentle declivity, with a 
view to procure some mitigation from 
the oppressive heat of the mid-day 
sun, | was surprised by a tremend- 
ous rushing noise. 
discovered a herd, I believe, of a thou- 
sand buffaloes, running at full speed || 
directly towards me; with a view, as 
I supp osed to beat off the flies, w hich 
at this season are inconcelv ably trou- 
blesome to those animals. 

“TI placed myself behind the tree, 
so as not to be seen, not apprehend- 
ing any dange *, because they ran with} 
too great rapidity and too closely to- 
gether, to ailord any one of them an 


opp ortunity of i injuring me while pro- |} 


tected in this manner. 


«The buffaloes passed so near me 
on both sides that | could have touch- || 


ed several of them merely by extend- 
ing my arm.. In the rear of the herd, 
was one on which a huge panther had | 
fixed, and was vor aciously engaged || 
in cutting off the muscies of itsneck. 
I did not discover the circumstance, 


I sprang up and: 
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till it had nearly passed beyond rifle 
shot distance, when I discharged my 
iece and wounded the panther. It 
instantly left its hold on the buffaloe, 
and bounded with great rapidity to- 
ward me. On witnessing the result 
of my shot, the apprehensions I suf- 
fered can scarcely be imagined. I 
had however sufficient presence of 
mind to retreat and secret myself be- 
hind the trunk of the tree, opposite to 
its approaching directions. Here so- 
licitous for what possibly might be the 
resulé of my unfortunate shot, I pre- 
pared both my knife and tomahawk, 
for what I supposed a dreadful con- 
flict with this terrible animal. In a 
few moments, however, I had the sat- 
isfaction tohear itin the branches of 
the tree overmy head. My rifle had 
just been discharged, and I ‘entertain- 
ed fears that I could not reload it, 
without discovery, and yet exposing 
myself to the fury of its destructive 
rage. I looked into the tree with the 
Remon caution, but could not perceive 
though its groans, and vengeance- 
eee er owls, told me that it was 
not far off, and also what I had to ex- 
pect, in case it should discover me. 
in this situation, with my eyes al- 
most constantly upwards to observe 
its motion, I silently loaded my rifle, 
‘and then creeping softly round the 
‘trunk of the tree, saw my formidable 
enemy resting on a considerable 
branch about “thirty feet from the 
ground with his side fairly exposed. 
it w as unobserved, took deliberate 
aim, and shot it through the heart. 
‘it made a single bound from the tree 
‘to the earth, and died in a moment af- 
terwards. I reloaded my rifle before 
[ventured to approach it, and even 
then not without some apprehensions. 
I took its skin, and was with the as- 
'sistance of fre and smoke, enabled 
to preserve and dress it. I name this 
‘circumstance because it afterwards 
afforded a source of some amusement; 
‘for 1 used frequently to array myself 








init, as near as possible to the cos- 
tume and form of the original, and 
surprise herds of buffaloes, elk and 
deer, which on my approach uniform- 
ly fled with great precipitation and 
dread. 

«On several occasions when [awa- 
kened in the morning, I found a rat- 
tlesnake coiled up close along side of 
me; some precaution was necessary 
toavoid them. Inone instance | lay 
quiet till the snake saw fit to retire. 
In another I rolled gradually and im- 
perceptibly two or ‘three times over 
till out of his reach. And in anoth- 
er, where the snake was still more re- 
mote, but in which we simultaneously 
discovered each other, I was obliged, 
while it was generously warning me 
of the danger I had to fear from the 
venomous potency of its fangs, to kill 
it with my tomahawk. These reptiles, 
as before observed, especially in stony 
ground are very numerous: the black 
ones are short and thick, but the par- 
ty-coloredl ones are very large and 
long. 


feet in leneth. 


onous as the former; but from the dis- 
tance they are able to strike 
great depth of the wounds they inflict, 
they are much the most to be dread- 
ed. 
they have alarmed the object of their 
fears, and on account of this magna- 
nimity of character, the Indians very 
seldom destroy them. Indeed so 
much do they esteem them for this 
trait, that I have known several in- 
stances, in which the occupants of a 
wigwam have temporily resigned its 
use without fear of molestation, to 
one of these visitants, who had given 
due notice of his arrival.”’ 
sii 
GENEROUS HEROISM OF 
PEASANT. 


AN ITALIAN 


The following generous instance of 


I saw many that would I am) 
certain, have measured seven or eight | 
Thev are not howev-| 
er, considered by the Indians so pois- | 


and | 


Generous heroism of an Italian Peasant. 








They never attack till after 1 
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Heroism ina peasant, bas somewhat 
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Jeven of the sublime in it: A creat 


inundation having taken place in the 
north of Italy, owing to an excessive 
fall of snow in the Alps, followed by 
a speedy thaw, the river Adige carri- 
ed offa pridge near Verona, except the 
iniddle part, on which was the house 
of the toll-gatherer, who with his whole 
family, ‘hus remained iinprisoned by 
‘the wav es, and in momentary expec- 
tation of certain destruction. They 
were discovered from the banks, 
stretching forth their hands, scream- 
ing, and imploring succor, while 
fragments uf this only remaining arch 
were continually dropping into the i ime 
petuous torrent. In_ this extreme 
danger, the Count of Pulverini, who 
was a spectator, held out a purse of 
one thousand sequins, as a reward to 
any adventurer, who would take boat 
and save this unhappy family. But 
the risk of being borne down by the 
rapidity of the stream, of being dashed 
arainst the fragment of the bridge, or 
of being cr ushed by the falling of the 
heavy stones, was so great, that not 
one of the vast number of leokers-on 
had conrage enough to attempt such 
an exploit A peasant passing along, 

was informed of the e promised rewartl. 

Immediately jumping into a boat, he, 
by amazing strength of oars, pained 





the middle of the river, and brought 
his boat under the pile, when the whole 
tervified family safely descended into 
it by means of a rope. “Cont rage, 
(eried he) now you are safe!’ By a 
still more strenuous effort, and great 
strength of arm, he brought the boat 
and family toshore. “Brave fellow! 

(exclaimed the Count, handing Ne 
purse to him,) ‘here is your promised 
recompense.” ‘I shall never expose 
my hi ife for money, (answered the pea- 
sant,) my labor affords a sutflicient 
livelihood for myself, my wife and 
children;—give the purse to this peor 


family Ww hich has lost its all!!! . Za. 





Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs ts 





the kingdom of heaven. Mdiutiiew. 
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Having to day, contrary to our original in- 
tention, presented our patrons witha Title 
Puge and Index, to the first half year,—it is 
perhaps necessary to state the reasons why 
this has been done. They are these:— When 
we first commenced, a number of person were 
found to hav. subscribed for sic monthe, pro- 
bablv because they were not certain whether 
the public tion would pleasethem Although 
this was at variance wit anv course hereto- 
fore pursued, we thought it would be best to 
except of them as patrons, being, as we were 
unexperienced in the arduous undertaking, 
and of necess'ty not calculated to please all 
those who were not disposed to make any al- 
lowance for our inexperience. This led us to 
give a public opportunity to others to subseribe 
for the same length of time; and we deem ita 
very good token of approval that most of 
these continue their patronage. But the most 
weiyhty reason was—we made a very shallow 
allowance for an increase of patrons, and the 
first numbers being nearly exhausted, and 
many having a desire to commence with 
the next half volume, wished to have a title 
page, and index from the time they subserib- 
ed. Considering the inconsiderabe means 
which the Miscellany had of becoming pub- 
lic, at its commencement, we could not but 
comply with these requests, when they came 
fr.m those who had not before an oppor- 
tunity of becoming patrons. This arrange- 
ment will not spvil the work the least, because 
it is at present sufficiently large for a con 
venient volume; but the same will! not again 
occur, as all wil] have some knowledge of its 
existance, aud may now avail themselves of it. 

We desire to express our gratitude to the 
religious community, for the favorable recep- 
tion they have given the publication, When 
we commenced, we were but illy qualified, 
we must confess, for an undertaking of so 
much responsibility. Those who have enlist- 
ed with us, and intend to continue their sup- 
port, we hope, will be abundantly remunera- 
ted, in having their hearts warmed by hear- 
ing of Zion’s prosperity. 

At first every thing appeared like a chaos 
to us, and we despaired almost of working 
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through the complicated mass. But our fears 
begin to vanish, and we are in some degree 
enabled to take hold of each individual serap 
of news, by the end. It may be said, that in 
a degree we have been all this time bringing 
up the rear, und will, ere long, be prepared Lo 
bring on all together. When it is considered, 
how many missionary societies and stations 
now exist, it cannot be expected but much of 
our paper, (in justice to the subject, and the 
most numercus class of our readers) would be 
occupied with information relative to them. 
It is therefore a matter of some regret, that 
any should be disposed to complain of our pub- 
lication, for, ‘‘coutaining,” as they say, ‘‘so 
much missionary stuff,--news which don’t 
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‘eoncern them.” It is a pity, that there are 
‘some who have professed to love the blessed 
Saviour, that are “not concerned” for the 
prosperity of His Kingdom. 


Few have withdrawn their names, who 
profess Lo be christians, and it was Our expece 
tation, that those who are not concerned for 
Zion’s welfare would discontinue taking it, as 
so0n as its character was known; we would 
say of those few who have fell! off, as the 
Apostle said to the Galatian Christians, “Ye 
did run well; who did hinder you that you 
should not obey the truth?” Yet we are heart- 
ily obliged to them for their support thus far 
given. 

In the remarks which have been made we 
would not wish any to believe that we are 
despairing of meeting with support. To the 
honor of Christians be it spoken, we have, and 
continue weekly to receive, large euhance- 
ments to our list of patrons. 

We are in duty bound to show some tokens 
of gratitude to our correspondents, who have 
occasionally furnished us with original mat- 
ter for our paper. They display pleasing as- 
surances of the regard they have for our prose 
perity. They are few, however, & in thisour 
anticipation, of having a wide circle of corres- 
pondents, in some measure is unrealized; but 
Where 
are the many idle moments of the student, 
whose mind begins to open like the May. 
flower; whose heart has been softened by the 
spirit of Divine Love, and is now about devis- 
ing schemes of usefulness, spent? Why do not 


we hope it will not be the case long. 

















some of our young community who have been 
gifted by Providence with taste and genius 
for poetic strains, furnish us with occasional 
seraps for insertion? Have none of our young 
ladies had sufficient ambition to imitate a Han- 
nah Moore or an Isabella Oliver? We occa- 
sionally observe in other papers the effusions: 
of some female heart, which causes us to won-| 
der why our readers have not been as highly | 





favored, And has none of the Watchmen of, 
Zion in this part of the country had nothing | 
of importance to make known to their people 
—no “good devised”——no plan of usefulness: 
to suggest—no mercies to relate—no grace 
to extol? We regret their silence. 

We are cheerful in acknowledging the 
promptitude with which many of the editors’ 
of religious papers have forwarded an ex- 
change. No way in our estimation is better! 
calculated to display a spirit of magnanimity | 
than this. 
to have religious 
whether to their interest or not, as respects 
pecuniary aggrandizement. Our anti-chris- 
on this ground, though, 


They show that they are anxious 


information circulated, 


tian publications 
have in some respects out-done several of 
them. This shows with what liberality Satan 
bestows his gifts. 

It is our intention to devote a great part of 


our time to the editorial duties, and thus we | 


will be enabled to curtail any information, 
which is not sufficiently interesting to present 
in fuii, and of too much to exclude altogeth- 
er 

We close our observations by requesting 
our friends to be prompt in their dealings 
with us. We depend entirely for support on 
the subscribers; having no advertisements 
and very little Job printing to depend on, as 
other papers have. Many of our subscribers 
have not yet complied with our terms, who 
are perfectly able. Such we would direct to 
the 5th Chap. of James, and request them to 
examine it, least they be found partaking of 


the fanlt there rigorously reproved, 
———- 


ESSEX AUX. EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
The seventh anniversary meeting 
of this society, was held in Beverly, on 


Essex Aux. Ed. Society —Hindoo Biography. 
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priate and valuable sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Brown Emer- 
son, of Salem, from 1. Cor. 1. 21; 
after the delivery of which, the report 
of the directors was read; from which 
we gather the following information: 
The parent society has, during the 


} last year, received $17,000 in money, 


a bequest of $2,500, and essential aid, 
in books, board, clothing, and tuition; 
also in classical libraries, for the per- 
manent use of indigent students. It 
has a standing fund of $21,800; and 
has recieved since its organization, in 
money $76,000; & has afforded assis- 
tance to three hundred and fifty four 
young men. 

The county of Essex, contributes 
annually, $3,000. ‘This auxiliary so- 
ciety forwarded last year $376, 80. 
Connected with it are nine Branch 
Societies, besides four in the same 
county, attached to the parent institu- 
tion. 

The managers urge the importance 
of more interestedness on the subject 
of Education societies. ‘They stand, 
say they, at the head of all other be- 
venolent institutions, and when they 
languish all the rest must languish. 
By patronizing them, preachers are 
prepared to carry the Bible to the des- 
titute, and explain its contents to 
them;—thus, the education society pre- 
pares them for the ministry, the mis- 
sionary society sends them to the 
heathen, and the bible society supplies 


them with their charter—the Bible. 
eo 


We observe in several papers a 
Hindoo Biography; the subject of 








the 25th ult., at which time an appro- 


}which is called Krishna-pal. The 
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chief information on the subject, is 


contained in a letter written by him- 
self to his benefactor in England, W- 
Skinner, Esq. of Bristol. After spend- 
ing 16 years of his life in propaga ting 
the religion of the natives, he was 
bro’t, by the good providence of God, 
to the knowledge of a “better hope,” 
through the instrumentality of the 
missionaries; and notwithstanding 
the almost insupportable trials under 
which he had to labor, he was not, 
like Paul, from the time of his conver - 
sion forward, ‘‘disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision.” It is probable we 
may publish itin some future number, 
as it must cause beams of joy to illu- 
minate the christian bosom when hear- 
ing of the triumphs of grace,—when 
songs of everlasting joy are put into 
the mouth ofthe heathen. 


capeitinety 
FLYING KITES 

Through our streets, has become 

quite common. We do not wish to 

prevent the young lads from enjoying} 

as much amusement as can be culled 


| to the Board, urged them to send more te 


their assistance. Hence a family consisting 
of eighteen persons, among which were seve- 
ral natives of the Sandwich Islands, were got 
in readiness for that purpose. 

No information of any consequenee, had 
been received from them, till lately, when 
letters arrived in New-York, from two of the 
Missionaries. They are both worthy of pub- 
lication; but our narrow limits this week will 
not suffer us to admit more than one of them. 
The one we insert, gives a description of the 
exercises &c., which are performed on board; 
the one excluded is move local, though of a 
later date. The last indorsement on them is 
as follows: ‘Al's well; S$. Lat. 44 deg, W. 
Long. 60 deg. Feb. 2, 1823.”? 


Ship Thames, at Sea, Dec. 17, 1822. 





We are now withina short dis- 
tance of the Cape de Verd Islands, 
where we expect to touch, and where 
we may meet with an opportunity of 
sending letters to America. Through 
this hope, although an uncertain one, 

I have been induced to write to sey- 
eral of my friends, and feel it a duty 

and pleasure to prepare a few lines 
for you, in case any vessel may be 
there. Itwould be hazardinga waste 
of time to write much, as w hat is w rit- 
ten may never reach you. 

The principal part of what I shall 





from this source: But weapprehend, | 
were they to be the means of breaking | 
the neck of some person, we would 
shortly have an Ordinance prohibi- | 
jing the practice altogether. 


SANDWICH ISLAND MISSION. 

On the 19ih of last November a second fam- 
ily of Missionaries embarked at New-Haven, 
on board the ship Thames for the Sandwich 
Islands. As this embarkation tock place be-|; 
fore we commenced our editorial labors; 
doubtiess many of our readers are ignorant of 


the circumstances, we having occasion barely 
to notice the fact of their departure, We 
would just observe, that, the missionaries sta- 
tioned there prior to this, deeply sensible of 


say, will be to assure you of our health, 
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the necessity of more laborers, in a joint letter 








‘prosperity, and happiness. We had 
avery rough and boisterous time for 


the first fortnight, beyond ev ery thing 


‘that the captain had ever experienc- 
‘ed before. Wehad one continued 
gale, and two tremendous storms 
within that time; the first two days 
after we got to sea, and the last week 
after. We werein no particular dan- 
ger, nor much alarmed, but witness- 
ed scenes of terror sufficient to sol- 
emnize any mind. 

Every thing has been ordered in 
loving kindness and tender mercy; 
the ship and accommodations even 
surpass our hopes; and the captain 


'and officers treat us with all the kind- 


ness and afiection of a father and 








brothers. Every thing in our situa- | 


tion exceeds our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. The utmost unanimity 
and love prevailsin the family, and 
we are happy—lI had almost said we 
were more. It is only a month to- 
day since we embarked, and every ar- 
rangement is made in our minds, and 
we are as much at home as though we 
were on the land. 

The bell rings for usin the cabin to 
rise at day break; we have prayers in 
the cabin at sunrise; the sailors, ex- 
cept on Sundays, being too much en- 
gaged to attend morning prayers.— 
The first table is served at 8 o’clock; 
the second immediately after. From 
9 to i2 we read, study, &c. &c.; dine 
at one; practise sacred music together 
a halfan hour after dinner; then read, 
&c. till some short time before night; 
sup at six, and have prayers on deck 
at half past seven, at the ringing of 
the great bell, when the crew attend. 
We sing a hymn and each repeats a 
verse of scripture before the prayers. 
We retire about 10 o’clock. On 


a 
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which we hear seperately before the 
public worship. 

Such, my dear friends, are our reg- 
ulations, and in the pursuit of them 
we find much happiness. Whilst 
many a gloomy hour, no doubt, is 
passed by our distant friends, in pic- 
turing our sufferings and sorrows, we 
thus far, with the exception of the 
storms, have known little but peace 
and joy. We often think of our 
friends, and feel tenfold the affection 
for them we ever did before, and al- 
though that affection often fills our 
‘bosoms with inexpressible emotions, 
there is not one regret mingled with 
them. 

Pray for us and our crew—we pray 
much for you.—Adversity and trials 
may be on the heels of our prosperity 
and happiness, but they will be wel- 
come if they come from the Lord. 

Yours, as ever, 
Cuas. Sam. Srewarr. 
tidlpetnion 
MISSION TO BURMAH. 


Mrs. Judson, who has been for some time 





‘Tuesday and Saturday evenings, we 
pass an haus in listening to a compend 
of Lectures on the missionary charac- 
ters, qualifications, duties, difficulties 
&c., delivered by Dr. Bogue to the 
Students of the Missionary Seminary 
at Gosport, in England. On Friday 
evening, we have a conference, and a 
delightful one it is too. As it is not 
convenient to have two public servi- 
ces on deck on the Sabbath, and as 
the afternoon is the most agreeable 
time for the officers and crew we have 
a prayer meeting in the cabin at 10) 
o’clock in the morning, preaching at 
4inthe afternoon, and in the even- 
ing we repeat our catechism with the 
natives, and have a hymn and _pray- 
ers with particular reference to them. 
Beside these exercises we have two 
Bible classes one in the steerage and 
one in the forecastle, comprising the 


—— 
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whole of the crew except one or two; | 


in this Country, for the recovery of her 
rhealth, embarked, together with Mr. Jonathan 
Wade, at Boston on Sunday the Sist of last 
Jane, in the ship Edward Newton, for Cal- 
cutta. On the evening previons to their sail. 
ing, religious meetings were held in Boston;—— 
after a sermon, by the Rev. Mr Sharpe, a col- 
lection was takea up, amounting to 82 dols. 5 


cts. 
—— +o—— 


From a letter in the Pittshure Re- 
corder, written by the Post Master 
of Louisiana, Missouri, we are inform- 
ed that the Post-office regulations, are 
very palpably abused in the western 
‘country. He says the twelfth num- 
ber of the Recorder was four hund- 
red days in going from Pittsburg to 
Louisiana! 





notetlibe ites 

Rev. Dr. Rice, of Richmond, Va. 
has accepted the appointment of Pro- 
fessor, in the Theological Seminary 
to be established in that state. 





these are subdivided into four sections, | 
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“Say ye to the daughter of Zion, behold, thy salvation cometh.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tue Eprror, in exhibiting the first 








ber and success of those institutions, 
which have not the mere temporal 
concerns of men, but their everlasting 


number of the Mrsce..any, is almost ' welfare as an object. My heart over- 
repelled, by the crowd of fears which | flows with joy, and my eyes with 
rush upon his mind. But the assu- | tears, when I consider the happy and 


rance, ‘Be not dismayed, for I am 
with you,” with the conviction, that 
sincere intentions and henest efforts 
will be favorably received, inspire 
him with hope. 

He is happy in being able to state, 
that he has already received patron- 
age from every denomination of chris- 
tians, in the borough and vicinity. 
To those who have thus early given 
him their pledge of support, he ten- 
ders his acknowledgments, ‘and sin- 
cerely hopes, that they may never 
have any reason to repent of their 
confidence in him. 

The present period is marked with 
strong and striking peculiarities. ‘The 
spirit of benevolence, is urging the 
Christian world into most important 
and unceasing exertions with respect 
to the heathen. More than a Centu- 
ry’s experience has only tended to 
magnify the importance of the is- 
sionary Cause. ‘Who is there,” says 
an eminent and pious writer, when 
contemplating the 
and progress of missions, ‘that has 
any concern for the souls of men, and 
love for truth and religion, but what 
must rejoice at the promotion, num- 


commencement 








extensive effects which are likely to 
take place.” The effects, which he 
afterwards enumerates, are in a mea- 
sure secured. ‘The untutored mind 
will receive the peaceful principles of 
religion and virtue; the savage barbari- 
an will rejoice in the copious bless- 
ings, and feel the be effects of 
civilization; the ignorant idolator will 
be directed to offer up his prayers and 
praises to the true God, and learn the 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ.. 
The habitations of cruelty will be- 
come the abodes of peace and securi- 
ty, while ignorance and superstition 
shall give way to celestial blessings 
of intelligence, purity and joy.” 
Missionary Intelligence will occu- 

py a considerable portion of, the 
pages of ghe Miscellany. But as itis 


“intended to make the work a misced- 


laneous one, the editor will avail him- 
self of every kind of news within his 
reach, interesting to the Christian 
community; and also give a_ brief 
summary of the most important e- 
vents. 

Since his prospectus has been issu- 
ed, several gentlemen of respectabil- 
ity and talents, have proposd to fur- 


me in 
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nish occasionally, some scientific com- 
munications for the work, which the 
Editor will be happy to receive, being 
fully convinced, that whatever is cal- 
culated to promote the cause of liter- 
ature will be well received by its 
Patrons. 

With the fond hope that some good 
may redound from the Miscellany, 
and that he may be instrumental in 
promoting the cause of Christ, the 
Editor submits it to the public, with 
thankfulness for the encouragement 
‘received, and assurances, that no ef- 
fort shall be wanting on his part to 
render it both interesting and useful, 


GrorGE FLEMING. 
January 9th, 1823. 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSIONARY STATIONS. 


The following “brief view of the 
Missions,” under the direction of 
“The American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions,” is given 
for the satisfaction of those who may 
be anxious to judge of the extent to 
which they have carried their benevo- 
lent exertions. It is taken from the 
Appendix published in connexion 
with the Sermon of the Rev. Dr. Mil- 
ler, which he delivered at the last 
Anniversary meeting of the Board, 
held in the city of New-Haven, Con. 
{t will be useful as a table of refer- 


ence. 
The board was insti/uted in June 1810; 
and incorporated June 20, 1812. 
I. MISSION AT BOMBAY. 

This mission became fixed in 1814. 
The missionaries are engaged in three 
principal objects:—the translation of 
the Scriptures; the superintendence 









of schools; and the preaching of the 
Gospel. The mission has three sta- 
tions—Bombay, Mahim and Tannah. 

Bombay.—A large city on an island 
of the same name. It is the capital of 
all the British possessions on the wes- 
tern side of the peninsula, and is the 

rimary seat of the mission.—-Rey. 
Gordon Hall, Missionary; Mr. James 
Garrett, Printer. The widow of the 
late Mr. Newell resides there. 

Mahim.—Six miles from Bombay, 
on the north part of the island.—Rev. 
Allen Graves, Missionary. 

Tannah.—The principal town of 
the island of Salsette, 35 miles from 
Bombay.—Rev. John Nichols, MZis- 
stonary. 

The missionaries had established 25 
schools;—17 on the islands of Bom- 
bay and Salsette; and 8 at as many 
different places along one hundred 
miles of the adjacent coast. But of 
these 25 schools, they were obliged 
to suspend ten, about the middle of 
last year, for want of funds. The 
schools contain, on an average, about 
40 scholars. The missionaries are now 
ready to print the whole Bible, trans- 
lated by them into the Mahratta lan- 
guage, as fast as the means can be 
procured. 

II. MISSICN IN CEYLON. 

This mission was established in the 
district of Jaffna, October 1816. It 
has five stations;—Tillipally, Batti- 
cotta, Oodooville, Punditertno, and 
Manepy. 

Tillipally—Nine miles north of 
Jaffnapatam.—Rey. James Richards, 
and Rev. Daniel Poor, Missionaries. 
Nicholas Permander, Native Preach- 
er. 
Batticotta.—Six miles north-west 
of Jaffnapatam.—Rev. Benjamin C. 
Meigs, and Rev. Henry Woodward, 
Missionaries, Gabriel Tissera, Native 
Preacher. 

Oodooville.—Five miles north of 
Jaffnapatam.—Rev. Miron Winslaw, 
Missionary, Francis Malleappa, Na- 
tive Preacher: 














Panditeripo——Nine miles north- 
west of Jafinapatam. Rev. John 
Scudder, M. D. on meagan 

Manepy.—Four miles and a half 
north-west of Jaffnapatam.—Rev. 
Levi Spaulding, Missionary, Philip 
Matthew, Native Preacher. 

The blessing of God has attended 
the labors of the missionaries among 
the youths in the schools; especially 
at Tillipally, where those 0 had 
been longest in the schools principal- 
ly resided. A silent, but preceptible, 
influence is also exerted on many na- 
tives in the district of Jaffna. 

II. MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 

This mission was established in 
i817. Ithas three stations;—Brain- 
erd, Creek-Path, and Taloney; and 
new stations are contemplated at 
High-Tower, Chatooga, Wills-‘Town, 
and other places. 

Brainerd.—I\s the didest station of 
the Board among the Indians; and is 
situated within the chartered limits of 
Tennessee, on the Chickamaugah 
creek, 250 miles N. W. of Augusta; 
150 S. E. of Nashville; and 110 S. 
W. of Knoxville—Rev. Ard Hoyt, 
Rev. Damel 8S. Butrick, and Rev. 
William Chamberlain, Missionaries; 
Dr. Elizur Butler, Physician; messrs. 
Abijah Congar, John Vaill, John C. 
Ellsworth, Erastus Dean, Sylvester 
Ellis, and Ainsworth E. Blunt, 4ssés- 
tant Missionaries; and John Arch, a 
converted Cherokee, /néerpreier. 

Creek-Path—100 miles W. 8S. W. 
of Brainerd. A school! was establish- 
ed here April, 1820.—Rev. William 
Potter, Missionary. 

Taloney.—Sixty miles 8. 
Brainerd. <A school was established 
here in May, 1820.—Messrs. Mondy 
Hall, and Henry. Parker, .Zsststant 
Missionaries. 

IV. MISSION AMONG THE CHOCTAWS, 


Commenced at Elliot, in August, 
1818. It has three stations;—Elliot, 
Mayhew, and the French Camps. 

Elliot.—— Within the Chartered lim- 
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its of the state of Mississippi; on thé 
Yalo Busha creek; about 30 miles 
above its junction with the Yazoo; 
400 miles W.S. W of Brainerd; and 
145 from the Walnut Hills.—Mr. 
Cyrus Byington, Licensed Preacher 
and Missio:ary; Dr. William W. 
Pride, Physician; and Messrs. Moses 


.Jewell, Joel Wood, Anson Dyer, 


Zechariah Howes, John Smith, and 
Ehjah Bardwell, Assistant Mission- 
aries. 

Mayhew.—On the Ook-tib-be-ha 
creek, 12 miles above its junction with 
the Tombigbee, and 100 east of Elliot. 
Commenced in the spring of 1820.— 
Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury and Rey. Al- 
fred Wright, M€issionaries; and 
Messrs. Calvin Cushman, William 
Hooper, Samuel Wisner, Philo P. 
Stewart, and David Remington, 4s- 
sistant Missionaries. ' 

French Camps.—A_ settlement on 
the Natches road, south-west of May- 
hew.—Mr. Loring S. Williams, As. 
sistant Missionary. 


Ve. MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES 
OR THE ARKANSAW, 


Commenced in 1820. There is 
only the station of Dwight.—On the 
west side of Illinois creek; 4 miles 
north of the Arkansaw river, 200 
miles from the Arkansaw Post; and 
500 up the Arkansaw, -following the 
course of the river.—Rev. Alfred Fin- 
ney and Rev. Cephas Washburn, 
‘Missionaries; and Messrs. Jacob 
Hitchcock and James Orr, assistant 
Missionaries. 

SANDWICH 


MISSION AT THE 


ISLANDS. 
Established in April, 1820. It has 
two stations;--Hanaroorah, and Wy- 
mal. 
Hanaroorah.——On the island of 
W oahoo.—Rev. Hiram Bingham and 
Rev. Asa Thornten, Aissionariess 
Messrs. Daniel Chamberlain and Eh- 
sha Loomis, @ssis‘ant Missionaries; 
and ‘Thomas Hopoo and John Hon- 
oore, Native .2ssisianis. 
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Wymai.—On the island of Atoci. 
—Messrs. Samuel Whitney and Sam- 
uel Ruggles, Assistant Missionaries; 
and George Sandwich, Native .4ssis- 
tant. 

Vil. MISSION TO PALESTINE. 

The first missionaries arrived at 
Smyrna in January, 1820.—Rev. 
Pliny Fisk and Rev Daniel Temple, 
Missionaries. 

Most of the foregoing missionaries, 
and assistant missionaries have wives. 
At several stations among the Indi- 
ans, there are unmarried females, la- 
boring as teachers and domestic hel- 
pers. Religious Int. 

——— 
CEYLON MISSION. 

Ceylon is a large Island in the In- 
dian Ocean, lying at the southern ex- 
tremity of Hindoostan. A mission 
was established in the district of Jaff- 
na in this Island, by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, between six aud seven years 
since. There are seven foreign min- 
isters and four native preachers, con- 
nected with this mission, and they oc- 
cupy five different stations, as may be 
seen from the ‘brief view’ given above. 

Station of Tillippally. 

The Charity boarding School for 
Heathen Children, contams 23 boys 
and six girls. ‘here are seven free 
schools for heathen children, contain- 
ing 315 boys, and 14 girls. Five 
natives are members of the church, 
having been admitted by baptism, 
after a public profession of their faith, 
and evidence of their having receiv- 
ed the truth in love. 

_ Station of Battiectta. 

The Charity Boarding Schoo! con- 
tains 22 boys and four girls; and four 
schools for the gratuitous imstruction 
of heathen children, contain 180 boys 
and two girls. 

The same course of labors is pur- 


Report of Prudential Committee of the 4. B. C. F. A. 
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sued here, as at the other stations, 
but no details have come to hand as 
in preceding years. 


Station of Oodooville. 


The Charity Boarding School con- 
tains 11 boys and three girls. Five 
native free schools contain 250 boys 
and six girls. 


Station of Panditeripo. 


George Koch, a youth of Dutch ex- 
traction, and a member of the church, 
assists Dr. Scudder in his Medical 
services, as well as in communicatin 
religious instruction. The Charity 
Boarding School of Heathen children 
contains 16 boys and two girls; and 
three free schools contain 125 boys 
and four girls. One native convert, 
besides Geo. Koch, is a member of 
the church. The last letter mentions - 
that a lad in the boarding school! was 
a candidate for admission to the com- 
munion. 


Station of Manepy. 


Five native schools contain 244 
boys and eight girls. 

Thus it appears, that the mission- 
aries in Ceylon, besides performing 
the general duties of evangelists and 
pastors, educate 87 heathen children 
mn their families, and superintend 
24 free schools, containing 1149 chil- 
dren. ‘The whole number of their 
pupils is therefore 1236, of whom 49 
are females. ‘There is reason to con- 
clude, also, that the number of chil- 
dren received into the families will! 
be greatly uscreased, when the latest 
remittances and communications from 
this country shall have reached the 
place of their destination. 

The great head of the Church, is 
evidently preparing the way for the 
establishment of the Gospel in this 
Island. Itis gradually working its 
way into the minds and hearts of the 
youth, and im the history of this mis- 
sion we are already permitted to see 

















a remarkable example of that prece- 
dure of the divine wisdom and Sove- 
reignty. ‘Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hath thou ordained 
strength, because of thine enemies, 
that thou mightest still the enemy and 
the avenger.” 
of Mr. Poor, one of the missionaries 
in Ceylon, with the Journal trans- 
mitted with it, copied from the As- 
sionary Herald, published im Boston, 
will doubtless prove interesting to 
our readers. 

LETTER FROM MR. POOR TO A GENTLE- 


MAN IN SALEM, MASS. 


Tillipally, Dec. 9, 1821. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


For two or three years past, I 
have required five or six of the oldest 
boys in the boarding school, to keep 
a journal, that they might acquire the 
habit of noticing passing events, and 
the manner in which they spend their 
time. As I was hearing their journ- 
als, a few days ago, it occurred to my 
mind that it would gratify you to have 
a copy of Niles’ s journal ’ translated 
into English. I acchodnmihe send you 
his journal for the month of October, 
translated and copied by Dwight. If 
Niles had had any idea that this part 
of his journal would ever been known 
abroad, he would doubtless have writ- 
ten, in some respects in a different 
manner, and made it much more in- 
teresting. But I chose that you 
should see him in his every day dress, 
and not, (as he sometimes dresses, 
with a painted cloth. From this spe- 
cimen of his journal, you will form 
some idea of the assistance which he 
renders to the mission, and be able to 
judge whether the money you have 
given for his support, has been profit- 
ably expended, or not. Inhis journ- 


al he has said nothing of the state of 
the 


school which he has visited, 
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That account was kept seperate. His 
journal for November is much moré 
interesting than this which I send. 
Perhaps he thought I would substi- 
tute that for this: but for the reason 
above mentioned, I have not done it. 
Since I began this letter, Niles has 
been tomy room. I told him I was 
writing to you, and asked him if he 
had any thing to say to yon, “Tell 
him,” he says in English, “I give him 
thanks, and pray for him. God pity 
him;? ’ referring to your weak state. 
He has been giving me an account of 
the manner in which he and John* 
spent the forenoon. They went to 
one of the bungalows, at which Nicho- 
las or I usually preach. They heard 
fifty or sixty boys, who belong to two 
of our schools, repeat the catechism; 
read two chapters in Matthew, one 
respecting the birth, and the other, the 
death of Christ, to twenty-five men, 
who came to the bungalow; answered 
some questions and sung twice. One 
man was disposed to interrupt them, 
by asking foolish questions; but did 
not succeed. —Niles will need Scott’s 
Bible by the time you can send it to 
him; also, some other books, such as 
Baxter’s Saints’ Rest, Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress, Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, &c. 
Yours affectionately, 


D..Poor. 


JOURNAL OF NATHANIEL NILES, FOR 


ONE MONTH. 


Translated by Dwight. 


Oct. 1, 1821.—I began to-day to 
visit a school at a village called Pun- 
narly. 

2. About eight o’clock in the 
evening, Porter, Jordan, Onesimus, 
and myself, went to Mr. Poor’s room 
to be conversed with, as we are pro- 
fessedly Christians. He read and 

explained tous the first chapter in 


* John Lawrence. 
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the first epistle of Paul the Apostle 
to the Thessalonians. 

3. Though I did not feel much a- 
bout the word of God, yet I talked to 
twelve persons about Christ. 

5. lread a letter, which Mr. Poor 
wrote to the people, to nineteen per- 
sons. Mr. Poor wrote this letter be- 
cause he could net personally talk 
with the people at their houses. 

6. Having opportunity of talking 
with two men about their souls, I gave 
them a copy of the letter to read. I 
then went to the village of Punnarly 
and found there in one place about 17 
or 18 persons, with whom I talked a- 
bout the salvation of their souls. But 
one of them blasphemed Jesus, who 
humbled himself to be ‘a man, altho’ 
he is the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. I went with Mr. Poor to a 
cock-fighting place, where a great 
number of people were collected, and 
read to them the fifth letter which he 
wrote to the people; but fearing that 
they would hurt me, I went and stood 
by Mr. Poor. 

8. After I read Mr. Poor’s letter 
to some persons, and gave a few co- 
pies to others, I talked with them con- 
cerning their souls. 

10. Ihad opportunity to talk with 
twenty-four persons concerning the 
salvation of their souls. 

11. I conversed with twelve per- 
sons, and gave a copy of the letter for 
them to read. 

12. [spoke with so few persons as 
three, not exerting myself much. 

13. I had opportunity of speak- 
ing about Christ to a number of peo- 
ple — to thirty-three. One 
of them speaking against Mr. Poor, 
said that he ought never to speak to 
them, being a widower, but the rest of 
us might go and speak with them. 
In another place, when I was talk- 

ing with some men, one of them 
said that he would persuade ma- 
ny of the people to embrace our re- 
ligion, if we would give them any 
thing for their support. When I was 








talking to another company of men, 
one of them said, I was employed in 
that business with a view of support- 
ing myself, and that should I carry 
any books to them, they would take 
them from me, and throw them into a 
well. 

14. I was happy in God to hear 
the news, that many of the inhabitants 
of some islands who were formerly 
idolaters, being convinced of their fol- 
ly, have received Christ as their Sa- 
viour.* 

15. When I was at the monthly 
meeting of the native assistants of 
the mission at Panditeripo, having 
heard in their address, that, as our 
life is very short, we should all be 
much concerned for our fellow-crea- 
tures, I was affected with the thought 
of the importance of my attending to 
the concern of my soul as I ought, 
and of the necessity of performing my 
duty to God, and to my fellow-crea- 
tures in regard to their souls. 


[On the five succeeding days he 
conversed with 13, 20, 18, itOQ.and 14 
individuals. On the 22d, he “talked 
to 25 persons about thew souls.” 
There is no abatement of his zeal and 
industry. | 


24. When I was going to some 
lace, having met a man in the way, 
F ssked him what would become otf 
his soul when he dies, and several o- 
ther questions. He then said, that 
the vegetables cannot grow without 
their sowing seeds. I asked him why 
it was not in his own power to call 
rain upon them. He replied, that 
they give their gods rice, plantains, 
cocoanuts, &c. and they dhe it rain. 

Finding another company of per- 
sons, I told them the importance of 
their loving Christ. One of them ask- 


* It is probable Niles refers to the 
great moral changes in the Society Is- 
Iands, the account of which is not in 


our possession at present. 
Ep. Mis. 














ed me in what way they should love 
Christ. I answered that they could 
not love him by their offerings of fowls, 
sheep, plantains, and rice; but by 
repenting of their sins, and giving 
themselves up tohim. They got dis- 
pleased, and went away mocking me. 

25. When I was going toa certain 


place, some persons in the way de- 


sired me to say to them something con- 
cerning their souls, and I talked with 
them. I went to another place, and 
read some of the letters to seven per- 
sons, one of whom asked me, if there 
was any one on the earth that went 
and saw heaven. I replied and told 
him, that our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
he was in this world, revealed all 
these things. ‘They said they believ- 
ed that Jesus Christ was one of their 
gods, and that they went to see him 
in their temples. 

27, When I was speaking with 
somé persons about the character of 
Jesus, one of them said, that before I 
was a boarding scholar, under the care 
of the missionaries, I was a heathen, 
and believed that their god Caderay- 
andavee had made them. ‘They then 
asked me if their god Caderayandavee 
was not their creator. I denied, and 
said he was not the being that made 
us; and that I would never speak any 
thing against their pretended god Ca- 
derayandavee, if I believed on him. 
They all, as though it was a strange 
thing, put their hands on their faces, 
and exclaimed three times in sutces- 
sion, ‘‘alas!”? and mocked at me. ~ 

28. I found about twenty-eight 


persons, and spoke to them concerns. 


ing the character of Christ, and what 
they must do to be saved. One of 
them said, that, by only feeding a 
cow, they could be saved. 


The editor of the Missionary Her- 
ald makes the following very pertin- 
ent and judicious remarks upon the 
above journal. 


We have given the above journal, 
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(which was written by a body only 13 
years old,) as furnishing a specimen © 
of what has been accomplished in thhe 
education of the youths, supporteé [4 
the charity boarding school in C@inate; 
by individuals and societies i¢@td of 
country. Niles seems to have bechAl®. 
a faithful, active, and useful assistant. 
Having enjoyed good instruction as to 
the doctrines and duties of the Chris- 
tian religion himself, no doubt he dai- 
ly imparts much of divine truth to 
those with whom he converses. Nor 
is it according to the ordinary course 
of divine providence, that the truths 
of the Gospel, imparted so often, and 
to so many, should be wholly lost. 

The friends of missions should ren- 
der devout thanksgivings to God, and 
take courage, with respect to the mis- 
sion in Ceylon, when they see how he 
is raising up and qualifying young, in- 
telligent, enterprising natives for 
preachers of the Gospel to their coun- 
trymen. The fact of his providing 
such laborers, at so early a period, 
(only four years from the opening of 
the school,) and in such numbers, 
(there are at least eleven males, and 
several females, hopefully pious,) 
seems to indicate that he has designs 
of mercy towards the whole people. 
The mission has indeed been signal- 
ly blessed, and the missionaries are 
pursuing their work, with increasing 
zeal and animation. 

We cannot close our remarks, with- 
out directing the attention of our rea- 
ders to the translation of Niles’s jour- 
nal by Dwight. It should be remem- 
bered that this boy, on entering the 
school, commenced the study of En- 
glish, as a foreign language. What 
attentions he must have received from 
his instructors, and with what assidu- 
ity and success he must have applied 
himself, those can best judge, who 
have attempted the acquisition of a 
language as unlike to the English, as 
the English is to the oriental languag- 
es. Dwight was 15 or 16 years of age, 
when he made this translation, and 
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8 Renunciation of Idolotary in the Island of Rurutu. 


‘ve have no hesitation in saying, that 
“at very few youths of his age, in this 
tumntry, can write so correctly in a 

on language; and that compara- 
bouwy few can write so much English 
twels journal contains, with so few 
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Ss following statement is from 
Ssionaries at Raiatea, employ- 
<a by the “Lendon Missionary So- 
ciety,” and communicated by them 
to the Society. All the facts are 
deeply interesting to the Christian 
world. It being lengthy, we are un- 
able to present it all to our readers 
this week. ‘The remainder will ap- 
pear in our next. | 


From the Missionary Magazine. 


RENUNCIATION OF IDOLATRY IN THE 
ISLAND OF RURUTU. 


in account of the renunciation of I- 
dolatry, and of the reception of 
Christianity by the natives of Ruru- 
tu, an Island in the South Seas. 
150° 51’ E. long. 22° 29’ S. lat. 
called in the charts, Oheteroa. 


RaraTea, Oct. 18, 1821. 


The whole of the circumstances 
relating to this event having been pe- 
culiarly interesting and encouraging 
to us, we are desirous that all who 
are anxious for the universal spread 
of divine truth, and feel interested 
in the success of Christian Missions, 
may be acquainted with it, that they 
may be partakers with us of our joy. 

On March the 8th last, we saw a 
strange sail at sea, which made to- 
wards the reef, and appeared to be 
determined to hazard running on it 
instead of bearing up for the proper 
harbor, a practice resorted to by the 
natives, when in extremity. Perseiv- 
ing their imminent danger, the chiefs 
manned our boats and went off to pi- 
let the strangers safely into the har- 


‘ were natives of Rurutu. 









bor; when they arrived we found they 
They had 
come from Maupiti, touched on their 
voyage at Borabora, but could not 
get in for the contrary wind. They 
had been drifted about the sea for 
three weeks, and laterly, without food 
and water, except sea water, which 
they were obliged to drink. Contra- 
ry winds drove them from their own 
Island; but the Lord, to whose merci- 
ful designs, winds and waves are sub- 
servient, protected and guided them 
to these Islands. Maupiti was the 
first Island they could make. 

They were exceedingly astonished 
at the difference of customs, men and 
women eating together; the Areoi So- 
ciety, their dances, and every lasci- 
vious game completely put away. 
When they heard of the new system 
of religion, and saw the people wor- ° 
shipping the living and true God, they 
were convinced of its propriety and 
superiority, and immediately began 
to learn to read. 

The Chief, with his wife and a few 
others, went ashore at Borabora. Mr. 
Orsmond, the Missionary of that sta- 
tion paid every attention to them du- 
ring their short stay; gave them books, 
and began to teach them to read; but 
as the canoe and the greater part of 
the people were at Raiatea, they soon 
followed. ‘They were 25 in number, 
men and women. We set apart a cer- 
tain time for their instrvction, sup- 
plied them all with elementary books, 
and gave them in charge to our dea- 
cons, who were very much pleased 
with, and delighted in the discharge 
of their new office. Their language 
being somewhat different the deacons 
could make themselves understood 
better than we could. 

Auura, their Chief, paid particular 
attention, as well as his wife; the 
greater part of the others were rather 
slothful. He appeared to appreciate 
the worth of knowledge, and the va- 
lue of good tidings of salvation; his 
attention was great and his questions 











upon general subjects were very ju- 
dicious; but hisattention to, and ques- 
tions upon our discourses, were such 
as surprised not only the Raiateans, 
but ourselves also. We think he pos- 
sesses a very acute judgment so far 
as he knows. We do not wish in thus 
speaking, to be understood that we 
believe in to be what would be call- 


ed in England a converted person, 


though we have now indubitable evi- 
dence that he is truly converted from 
idolatry to Christianity. God hath 
called him and the people out of dark- 
ness to the knowledge of his Son Christ 
Jesus. May they soon really know 
Him, whom to know aright is eternal 
life. Auura was continually express- 
ing his anxious desire to return to his 
own land, and to carry to his poor 
countrymen the knowledge he has 
obtained of the true God, and his Son 
Jesus Christ, expressing his fears in 
an affectionate manner, that when he 
got back he should find very few left, 
as the evil spirit was killing them so 
fast. 

The brig Hope, Capt. Grimes from 
London, touched at Raiatea on July 
the 3d; we mention to the Captain 
our wish to get those poor people back 
to their own [sland; he with a readi- 
ness which does him the highest cre- 
dit, offered immediately to touch their 
Island, and take our boat in-tow, that 
we might have an opportunity, should 
our boat return from this yet unknown 
land, to open a communication- with 
the natives. We sent for Auura; the 
Chief, and his wife, who were highly 
delighted with the prospect of return- 
ing; but he raised an objection to go- 
ing to his land of darkness unless he 
had some one with him to instruct 
him and his people. We were rather 
at a loss how to act; however, we im- 
mediately called the deacons, inform- 
ed them of the circumstance, and de- 
sired them to enquire who would vol- 
unteer their services to goas teachers 
to these poor people. ‘They assem- 
bled the Ae when two came for- 
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ward, we hope with the spirit and 
language of the Prophet of old, “Here 


are we, send us.” They were the 
very men we should have chosen had 
we thought it prudent to nominate; 
but knowing it was at the hazard of 
their lives, and that of their wives and 
little ones, we dared not to interfere, 
but left it to Him, who disposes the 
hearts and thoughts of men according 
to His will. Mahamene, a deacon, 
having a wife but no children, was 
one; Puna, asteady, and we hope a 
truly pious man, having a wife, with 
two: children, was the other; they 
were both men we could ill spare on 
account of their steadiness and our 
confidence in them; but such cHarac- 
ters are the only proper persens for 
sucha work, therefore every other 
consideration was obliged to give way. 
To select a crew to bring back our 
boat was the next consideration; as 
this took up the greatest part of the 
night, they had but a short time to get 
ready for the ship, which was to sail 
early the next morning. 

he brig got under weight the 5th 
of July, and after most affectionatel y 
committing Mahamene and Puna, 
with their wives and little ones, to 
the care of our Lord and God, in the 
presence of the congregation, we gave 
to each a letter in English and ‘Tahi- 
tan, recognising them as under the 
patronage of the London Missionary 
Society, with our sanction, and re- 
commending them to any captains of 
vessels that might touch at Rurutu. 


The vessel lying teo, outside the 
reef for us, prevented our having a 
regular service; but though short, it 
was both affecting and interesting. 
At length we conducted our new fei- 
low-laborers to the brig. ‘The Capt. 
paid every attention; took our boat in 
tow, and departed leaving us anxious- 
ly waiting to hear in due season of 
their reception and success; nor were 
we disappointed. 


Part of the night previous to their 
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departure was spent in supplying 
them as well as we could with those 
articles which they would find both 
necessary and useful. Every mem- 
ber of the church brought something 
as a testimonial of his affection—one 
brought a razor, another a knife, a- 
nother a roll of cloth, another a few 
nails; some one little thine and some 
another; we gave thei al! the elemen- 
tary books we could spare, witha few 
of the Tanitan Gaspel of Matthew. 
Thus we equiped them for this little 
Mission as well as our circumstances 
would allow. 
(Concluded in our next.) 








Sabbath School Intelligence. 





SABBATH SCHOOLS IN PITTSBURG AND 
ITS VICINITY. 


It is with great pleasure we notice 
the spread and prosperity of those 
institutions; and we are persuaded, 
our readers will receive any informa- 
tion respecting them, with the same 
feelings. We avail ourselves of .the 
following extract from the fourth an- 
nual report of the Pittsburg Sabbath 
School Union, taken from the ‘‘Reli- 
gious Intelligencer.” - It is worthy of 
remark, that, “during the last year 
there have been added to the Union, 
eight schools, seventy-two teachers, 
and five hundred scholars; and there 
are now in its connexion, twenty-five 
schools, three hundred and seventeen 
teachers, and about two thotrsand 
scholars. Of these schools, ten are 
located in Pittsburg, and the remain- 
der in different parts of Alleghany 
County.” The report observes: 

From a review of the operation of 
this Union, we are led to exclaim, 


surely the Lord hath done great things 
for.us. Who would have thought in 





Pittsburg Sabbath School.—Sabbath School Anecdote. 


1815, when the first of the schools, 
that form this Union, was commenced 
that in so short a tume there would be 
a Union of twenty-five schools, em- 
bracing so many different denomina- 
tions of Christians? Who, at that 
time, on viewing the streets of Pitts- 
burg on a Sabbath day, would have 
supposed that in a few years so many 
hundred children, instead of spend- 
ing the day of the Lord in idleness, 
would be taught in Sabbath Schools, 
to fear_ the Lord and reverence his 
holy name? ‘Verily, the Lord’s ways 
are not as our ways, nor his thoughts 
as our thoughts.” Although much 
has been done, much remains yet to 
do. ‘There are many children in 
Pittsburg and the vicinity, that never 
attended the Sabbath Schools. To ex- 
tend the operations of this Union 
much further, will require increased 
exertions: and we would look to the 
Society for that assistance, which we 
need. 


—_—— 2 + 


The following interesting anecdote is 
extracted from the ‘‘ Sunday School 
Teachers Magazine;” printed in 
London, which is well worthy of 
perusal. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 
(From Liverpool.) 

In conversation with a respectable 
middle aged seaman at one of the 
prayer-meetings of the Liverpool Sea- 
man’s Friend Society, ene of our 
members asked him, what first in- 
duced him to attend to religion? Af- 
ter a pause of some moments, in or- 
der to recover the agitation the ques- 
tion had produced, he related the fol- 
lowing narrative:— 

“f have been a sailor from a very 
early age, and never thought about 
religion, or the concerns of my soul, 
until my return from my last voyage. 
My home, where I resided eighteen 
years, is at a village near Working- 





ton, ina small cottage, the next to a 








neat chapel; but the people who 
to this shi l being. called by the 
neighbors Methodists, 1 never would 
venture inside the door, nor suffer 
my family, if I could prevent it. I 
usually sail out of Liverpool. During 
the winter the vessel is laid up. At 


those times [ return home for afew | 


weeks to my family. Havinga small 
family, and the times pressing rather 
hard upen us, during my absence 
last summer, my wife, endeavoring to 
save a little, sent my oldest girl, 
about six years of age, into the Sun- 
day school established at the chapel, 
My stay when at home being gener- 
ally of short duration, (about three or 
four weeks,) my wife might suppose 
it would be no difficult matter to keep 
me in ignorance of the circumstance. 

“I came from my last voyage be- 
fore Christmas, and jonraeyilt teen. 
Being late when I arrived, I had not 
the opportunity of seeing my eldest 
girl until the following day. At din- 
ner time, when we had sat down, I 
began, (beast-like,) to eat what was 
befure me, without ever thinking of 
my heavenly Father, that provided 
my daily bread; but glancing my eye 
towards this girl, of whom I was 
doatingly fond, I observed her to look 
at me with astonishment. After a 
moment’s pause, she asked me in a 
solemn ba serious manner, ‘Father, 
do you never ask a blessing before 
eating”? Her mother observed me to 
look hard at her, and hold my knife 
and fork motionless; (it was not an- 
ger—it was a rush of conviction 
which struck me like lightning:) ap- 
prehending some reproof from me, 
and wishing to pass it by in a trifling 
way, she said, “Do you say grace, 
Nanny.” My eyes were still rivited 
upon the child, for I felt conscious I 
had never instructed her to pray, nor 
evenSat an example, by praying with 
my family when athome. ‘The child 
seeing me waiting for her to begin, 

ut her hands together, and lifted up 
ber eyes to-heaven, breathed the 


“and mother. 
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sweetest prayer I ever heard. This 


‘was too much for me: the knife and 


fork dropped: from-my hands, and «I 
gave vent tomy feelings in tears.”— 
Here a pause ensued. He appeared 
much affected. On recovering him- 
self, he continued, ‘I enquired who 
had thus instructed the child. The 
mother informed me the good people 
at the chapel next door; and the child 
never would go to bed, nor rise in 
the morning, without kneeling down 
to pray for herself and her dear father 
, Ah! thought I, and I 
never prayed for myself” or my chil- 
dren. I entered the chapel im the 
evening, for the first time, and con- 
tinued to attend the means of grace 
there. The Lord having awakened 
me to a sense of my danger through 
the instrumentality of a dear child, 
I am now seeking him with all my 
heart, and truly can say I am happy 
in the thought, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save poor sinners, 
of whom I am chief.”—After some 
further conversation we parted, but 
with a hope to meet again. 


— 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


WINFIELD, HERKIMER COUNTY, N. Y. 
From the Religious Intelligencer. 
In order to give a just view of the 

abounding grace of God to this peo- 

ple, it will ve necessary to shew the 
state of religion among us previous to 
the revival. 

I will go back in the narrative to 
the commencement of the year 1821. 
The moral and religious aspect of the 
church and people, at this period, was 
peculiarly A wea see and to every per- 
son acquainted with our condition, 
(who was not void of moral sensibili- 
ty,) it must have been exceedingly 
painful. 

The church, asa body, appeared to 
have fallen into a deep spiritual 
sleep; and non-professors were evi- 
dently wholly absorbed in their world- 
ly pleasures and pursuits. The youth 
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especially appeared to be wholly giv- 
en to vanity: Balls and sleigh rides, 
and other parties of pleasure were al- 
most incessant. Convivial mirth and 
hilarity appeared to banish all serious 
thoughts of God, and eternity from 
their minds. In short, the riches, the 
honors, or the pleasures of the world 
appeared completely to engross. and 
swallow up the whole soul of all class- 
es of those who made no profession 
of religion; of the aged, and the mid- 
dle aged, as well as the younger; and 
the deutch in their feelings, and their 
practice, were criminally conformed 
to the world. The moral darkness 
and gloom which pervaded the church 
and people in this place, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1821, appear- 
ed evidently to increase, until about 
the middle of February, whena num- 
ber of the members of the church 
began to arouse from their spiritual 
slumbers, and to tremble in view of 
their own situation, the languishing 
state of Zion, and the deplorable con- 
dition of the ungodly. A few began 
sensibly to feel that it was high time 
to awaken out of sleep; to urge with 
unusual engagedness the importance 
and the necessity of a revival of re- 
ligion in this place. 

Towards the close of the month a 
day was set apart for humiliation and 
prayer. 

On the day appointed, the con- 
gregation, which assembled was un- 
expectedly numerous. The mem- 
bers of the church were nearly all 

resent. In the morning, a sermon 
was delivered; and theafternoon was 
devoted to a personal inquiry into the 
religious state of the church, to pray- 
er and exhortation. Here a scene 
was opened which was truly affecting. 
‘The members of the church, male & 
female, were questioned respecting 
the state of their souls and respecting 
their attention to religious duties, 
particularly the devotion of the closet. 
Nearly all, I am not certain but every 
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ed that they never, since they made 
a profession of religion, had a 
ced such spiritual darkness and moral 
| insensibility, as they had fora number 
of months past; that they had criminal - 
ly neglected their duty to God, to 
their own souls, to their brethren and 
to sinners around them; that they felt 
themselves shut out from the favora- 
ble presence of God, that they could 
not, as in former times, approach the 
mercy seat with filial saiinser, 
This was a very solemn, interest- 
ing and painful scene. The church 
in general, I believe; felt deeply im- 
pressed with the idea, that we were 
approaching some very solemn and 
awful crisis—that God was about to 
visit this people in a very extraordin- 
ary manner, either inmercy orin ven- 
geance: a very deep solicitude was 
evidently felt by many. We were 
held in trembling suspense, between 
hope and fear, until the latter part 
of May following; when it was evi- 
dent to some who were watching the 
signs of the times, that the Lord of a 
truth was among us, by the special in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. An un- 
usual selemnity was evident in our 
assemblies for religious worship; and 
we soon found that a number were un- 
der deep and pungent conviction; and 
the anxious enquiry was forced from 
their trembling hearts and quivering 
lips, “what must I do to be saved?” 
On the last Sabbath in May, I ap- 
pointed a meeting of enquiry on the 
following Wednesday. I explained 
the object of-the meeting, and stated 
that we did not expect any would at- 
tend that meeting except such as felt 
anxious fora revival of religion; or 
such as felt anxious for their own souls. 
I told them explicitly I did not wish 
a careless professor, or a stupid non- 
professor to attend the proposed meet- 
ing. At the time appointed, an un- 
expected number assembled—a mid- 
dling sized school house was crowd- 
ed—a deep and awful solemnity was 





individual member of the church, stat- 


depicted on the countenance of the 











assembly; and it was a peculiarly so- 
lemn and interesting season; and will, , 
we doubt not, be remembered with | 
deep interest while they live. Some 
who came doubting whether the time 
to favor Zion had fully come, felt 
their doubts removed; and it is be- 
lieved that nearly all who were pre- 
sent, felt a solemn and awful sense of. 
the presence of Jehovah. 

At this meeting our first object was 
to learn how professors of religion felt; 
and it was found, on examination, (if 
[ was not deceived) that all who were 
present felt in a greater or less de- 
gree a genuine spirit of revival—that 
they had, some for months, and some 
for a number of weeks, and some fora 
few days only, been led to spend much 
more time than usual in their closets; 
and that they felt very different when 
there, from what they usually had 
done—they felt distressed in the view 
of the deplorable condition of sinners. 
The question was then asked, wheth- 
er they were willing, in the presence 
and fear of God, and in humble de- 
pendence on him, to enter into solemn 
covenant to devote certain portions of 
every day to special prayer for revi- 
val of religion in this place, (not that 
they should confine their petitions to 
Winfield,) but that this should be a 
special subject of every prayer, that 
their supplications might ascend to 
the throne of grace in unison. If they 
felt willing to enter into this covenant, 
they were requested to manifest it.by 
rising. Every professor present, male 
and female, arose. Non-professors 
were then addressed. More than” 
twenty of them were soon found from 
personal conversation te be under 
cenuine and pungent conviction; and 
nearly all of them are now members of 
the hati About a week from this 
time, I was called to witness a scene 
the most interesting and solemn I had 
ever witnessed, or ever expect to this 
side eternity. ‘The Rev. Mr. Good- 
ell, who spent the principal part of | 
two or three weeks in this place dur- 
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ing the revival, was then in town; we 
had agreed to spend the day in visit- 
ing from house to house; we took 
different routes, and agreed to meet 
at Capt. B.’s for dinner. Mr. Good- 
ell arrived there first; when I arriv- 
ed at the gate Mr. G. came out toin- 
form me what was passing within— 
told me he had there witnessed the 
most interesting scene he had ever 
beheld. It was indeed an awfull 

interesting and solemn scene. All 
secular business in the house and on 
the farm was suspended, and had been 
for several days, except works of ne- 
cessity. There were Capt. B. his 
wife, a son, 2 daughters, a hired man, 
and the precepiress of the school, all 
su Decrall oneroom. ‘Two of them, 
apparently in a state of ‘tes bodi- 
ly health, were so deeply impressed 
as to overcome their bodily strength, 
but had the most perfect exercise of 
their reason. Their conviction of 
sin, of the righteousness of God in 
their condemnation, and of a judg- 
ment to come, were clear, deep, and 
overwhelming. I enquired of each 
person present the state of their mind, 
made a few remarks and took my 
seat. All was silent as the grave, 
except now and then a deep sigh from 
convicted, condemned sinners, who 
felt themselves on the verge of eter- 
nal ruin. IL again attempted to speak; 
but any thing I could say appeared 
sy mean and contemptible—it came 
so far short of the scene that was pass- 
ing before us, that it appeared mere 
trifling. I felt that we had nothing 
to do but to sit still and she the sal- 
vation of God. I never before wit- 
nessed cach a display of the divine 
presence, of the miinite majesty, 
power, and glory of the great Jeho- 
vah. Wathin 48 hours from this time, 
Capt. B., his wife, a son, two daugh- 
ters, a hired man, and the preceptress 
of the school, were brought, as we 
humbly trust, out of nature’s dark- 
ness into marvellous light—from a 
state of spiritual bondage into the glo- 
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rious liberty of the children of God. 
I might proceed to state many parti- 
culars in which the power and grace 
of God were most affectingly display- 
ed during the revival, but this would 
extend the narrative to an improper 
length. 

As to the general character of the 
work, it has been deep, solemn, and 
still. I have discovered very little 
that I could denominate visionary, or 
‘amere work of the passions. Under 
convicting sinners have had clear and 
affecting views of their sinful and 

lost state by nature; of the purity, ex- 
tension, and spirituality of the divine 
law—the justice of God in their con- 
demnation, and the necessity of the 
new birth—they have generally man- 
ifested sensible opposition to the holy 
ata of God, in having mercy 
on whom he will have mercy. But 
nearly all whom we count as the hope- 
ful subjects of the renovating infin: 
ence of the Holy Spirit cordially em- 
brace what are generally denominated 
the doctrines of grace. 

The whole number of hopeful sub- 
jects of renewing grace during the 
revival is something more than 130. 
Of the whole number for whom we 
had reason to indulge a hope, I do not 
as yet know of a single instance of a- 
postacy. Between 80 and 90 have 
joined the Congregational Church—a 
few, perhaps 8 or 10, have joined the 
Baptist Church; the remainder have 
not as yet made a public profession. 
It may further be remarked, that this 
work of divine grace evidently began 
in the church; and sinners have been 
converted in answer to spectal, be- 
lieving, and persevering prayer. it 
is confidently believed that when the 
secrets of all hearts are made mani- 
fest, it will appear that a number of 
the members of the church were for 
several months previous to any visible 
religious excitement among the im- 
enitent, unusually faithful, fervent, 

and believing in closet devotion— 
they evidently felt an unusual desire; 





yea, the absolute necessity of a re- 
vival of religion. Family visits, and 
meetings for inquiry were evidently 
owned of God, and peculiarly blessed 
as a means of promoting the revival. 

In concluding this narrative, we 
wish, in this public manner to ex- 
press our gratitude to. Mr. Goodell, 
the neighboring clergy, young gen- 
tlemen from Union seal Hamilton 
Colleges, and some others from a- 
broad, who cheerfully entered the 
field of labor, and aided in gathering 
in the harvest. Especially, above al 
we desire to return public thanks to 
.Almighty God who has done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad, 
and would bless his name for ever 
and ever. 

JonaTuan Hovey, 
Pastor of the Church §& Congre-  __ 
gation in Winfield. 
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Since this number was first publish- 
ed the prospects of the establishment 
have become much more flattering. 
The editors sincerely thank the re- 
ligious public for the unanimous sup- 
port they have already received. Yet 
comparatively few are circulated 
through this county. We ask the 
interferance of our friends in obtain- 
ing subscribers. We can supply vet, 
about 50 individuals with the pre- 
sent volume; and it is our desire that 
they should be immediately called 
for. 

We shall print the remaining five 
numbers which run short, as soon as 
possible. This will greatly augment 
the expences of the publication. All 
that we request of our patrons, is a 
strict compliance with our terms. 


For the convenience of our patrons 
who liveat a distance, the following 








gentlemen are authorized to receive 
any money, communications or sub- 
scriptions for this paper:— 


AGENTS. 


Rev. Mr. Elliott, Mercersburg. 

Rev. Mr. Winebrenner, Harrisburg. 

Mr. Samuel Blood, Chambersburg. 

Samuel Linn, Esq. Landisburg. 

Mr. W. Baldridge, loungstown, 
Westmoreland county, Pa. 

Thomas Goforth, Esq. Lisburn. 

Mr. James Laughlin, Newville. 

Mr. Wm. Smiley, Dougless Mills, 

Perry County 
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Conditions of Publication — Summary. 





The Reuicious MiscEe..any, is 


ublished every Friday, at Z'wo Dol- 
a per annum, payable naL¥F YEARLY 
in advance. 

No subscription taken for a shorter 
time than six months—nor paper dis- 
continued till arrearages are paid. 

Unless notice is given at the end of 
the term subscribed for, it will be 
considered a new engagement. 

Every tenth copy allowed to eflici- 
cient and responsible agents. 

A titie page and index will be 
given at the close of each volume. 

* *Letters to the Epirors must be 
ost paid. 
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The ‘Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $4620,88, in the month, of 
November. ‘The issues from the de- 
ository during the same month were; 
Bibles, 4896; Testaments, 3607. ™ 

The Treasurer of the A. B. C. F. 
M. acknowledges the receipt of $4,- 
408,91 from October 13th, te Novem- 
ber 12th inclusive. 

The Agent of the New England 
Tract Society, acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $419,49 from October 10, to 
November 20, 1822. 

After a Sermon preached in Park- 
street Meeting-House, Boston, on 





the 24th of Noy. before the Fuiher/ess 


and Widows’ Society, by the Rev. 
Sereno E. Dwight, a collection a- 
mounting to $242,88, besides a gold 
ring was taken up. 

n the year 1812, a Theological Se- 
minary was established by the Synod 
of Virginia, and until the death of the 
late Dr. Hoge, was under his care. Its 
operations were suspended at. his 
derth. The Synod of Virginia have 


‘now relinquished it to the Synod of 


Hanover, by whom the Seminary has 
been re-organized, and the Rev. Dr. 
Rice of Richmond, has been chosen 
Professor. The statement that this 
gentleman has accepted the Presi- 
dency of Nassau Hall, is incorrect. 
The Richmond Visitor states that he 
has been dangerously ill, and pre- 
sumes that he has not yet formed a 
determination on the subject. 

A Bible Society was formed in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 28th of Oct. 
by members of several denomina- 
tions, and entitled the Auxiliary Bi- 
ble Society of Ross county. 

A meeting of the Society for the re- 
lief of the Insane, was heid in Hart- 
ford on the 3d inst. it was voted a- 
nanimously, that the Retreat of the 
Insane should be established in that 
city. 

In the Mission College at Seram- 
pore, between SO and 40 who are the 
children of converted parents, are re- 
ceiving instruction; two students are 
members of the church, and four un- 
der serious impressions. ‘The Native 
sisters of the church at this place are 
about 60 m number, and hold prayer 
meetings from house to house. ‘The 
prospects of the missions are favora- 
ble bota in Calcutta and Serampore. 
Native preachers are uncominynly 
active. 

In each of the following languages, 
viz. Sungscrit, Bengalee, Orisa and 
Mahratta, the Bible forms five voi- 
ules, Octavo. 

The 3d following articles are takea 
from an English work entitled the 
investigator. 
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London Orphan Asylum.—The 6th 
eaters dinner of the friends and 
pg te of this institution, washeld |. 
hursday, May 10, at the City of 
Lenten Tavern; H. R. H. the Duke 
of Sussex in the chair, who entered 
at some length into the details of the 
institution. | “The principal object now 
was to raise £10,000 to commence 
the building, which is estimated wou'd 
cost £15,000. This building was to 
contain 300 children of whom 200 
were to be boys. There are at pres- 
ent in the establishment 110 children. 
The usual toasts were subsequently 
given; and previously to retiring, his 
royal highness announced that a sub- 
scription had been raised, in the 
course of the evening, to the amount 
of £1,470. 

Advantages of Education.—Rev’d. 
Dr. Waugh, enlarging lately at a pub- 
lic Sunday school meeting on the bles- 
sings of education, and turning to his 
native country, Scotland for proof, 
related to his auditors the following 
anecdote:—As a board-day at the pe- 
nitentiary, at mill-bank, the food of 
the prisoners was discussed, and it 
was proposed to give Scotch broth 
thrice a week. Some of the governors 
were not aware what sort of soup the 
barley made, and desired to taste a 
specimen before they sanctioned the 
measure. One of the oilicers was ac- 
cordingly directed to go to the wards, 
and bring a Scotch woman, competent 
to the culinary task, to perform it in 
the kitchen. After long delay, the 
board fancying the broth was being 
made all the while, the fellow return- 
ed and told their honors (hat there 
was no Scotch woman in the house! 

French Clergy.—tIt is calculated 
that.there are at present in France 
2649 curates, 22,244 temporary cu- 
rates, 5301 vicars, 4462 regular 
almoners of colleges and 
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riests, 
Lanciiete. The number of priests regu- 
larly officiating, including those who 
do not receive 
amounts‘to & 


ay from the treasury, 
5185.—1361 French 
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priests died in the year 1819: and im 
; the same year there were 1401 ordi- 
nations. There are 106,female con- 
gregations, pos altogether 1721 
establishments, which contain 11,752 
sisters. It is estimated that these 
charitable women administer relief to 
nearly 69,000 sick persons, and gra- 
tuitously instruct 63. ,000 persons. 

The young men in Philade Iphia have 
icesedl a missionary society, for the 
purpose of affording instruction to the 


| poor and miserable in the suburbs of 


that city. 


i 


ADDRESS TO THE 


RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. 


Hail! thou long expected stranger, 
Breathing star of Zion’s joy; 

Beaming bright, secure from danger, 
Long may love thy page employ. 


Guest thrice welcome in our border, 
If thy columns bright appear, 

Fill’d with love, peace, truth, and order, 
Guide for Zion’s pilgrim here. 


Welcome thou to each believer, 
If thy voice proclaim afar, 
Free Sa/vation from the Giver, 
Christ the bright and Morning Star. 


Mild as voice of lambs from mountains, 
It thy accents sweetly move; 

Then, like rills from erystal fountains, 
Cordials soothing, thou wilt prove. 


Long may lucid rays effulgent, 

Shine from thee o’er great and small; 
Spreading news of an indulgent 

God, who pules this floating ball. 


Qh! Columbia, prize the blessing, 
You possess o’er Pagan lands:— 
Humbly then, your Christ confessing, 
Seek for pardon at his hands. 
K. 
Carlisle, Jan. 15, 1823. 
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